Katana 
Without a shadow of doubt, the most infamous of all samurai weapons is the samurai sword. A razor sharp tool of death which struck fear into the hearts of the enemy, and the life out of it’s victims.

What most people broadly refer to as a samurai sword is actually called a katana (meaning ‘long sword’). The katana, as the name suggests, is the longest sword a samurai would carry – and the most important.
The katana is characterized by its distinctive appearance: a curved, slender, single edged blade, circular or squared guard, and long grip to accommodate two hands. It has become renowned for its sharpness and cutting ability.
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Wakizashi

Samurai always carried a second, shorter sword named a wakizashi. Carrying both of these swords gave the samurai a greater advantage over a swordsman armed with only one sword, as a wakizashi could be used to greater effect in close quarters, often used to deliver the killer blow to the enemy.
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Tanto
Another bladed samurai weapon was the tanto, which is more or less a dagger, and used for very close quarters, and often concealed and used in surprise attacks.  
A tantō "short sword" is a common Japanese single- or double-edged knife or dagger with a blade length between 6-12 inches.   The tantō was designed primarily as a stabbing weapon, but the edge can be used for slashing as well. 

Tantō were mostly carried by samurai, as commoners did not generally wear them. Women sometimes carried a small tantō primarily for self-defense.
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Samurai Armor

Not an offensive weapon, but a defensive weapon, the armor of a samurai was especially designed to be as light and as free-moving as possible, which put the samurai at a great advantage over opponents wearing rigid suits of armor as their ability to move quickly and freely wasn’t impinged.
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One can only imagine how fearsome a samurai in full armor must have looked to the unfortunate enemy.
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Kama
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The Kama is a Japanese farming implement, not dissimilar to a sickle, used for cutting crops. Samurai and various other martial artists have also made use of the Kama as a lethal weapon.

When used for farming, Kama will be used single handed (they come in right or left handed varieties) while the other hand holds the crops to be cut. Used as a weapon, Kama are invariably used as a pair.

Kama have a razor sharp tip and inner blade for their offence, but Kama can also be used as defensive weapons to block and disarm an attacker.

Like other lethal weapons, a great deal of skill is required to make effective use of Kama. Numerous martial arts still use Kama training to this day. As Kama training is difficult, normally blunt, wooden or rubber Kama are employed, which are much more forgiving than would be razor sharp Kama if a mistake was made.

Kama were extra effective as samurai weapons because of the confusion caused by having to watch, dodge and break the defense of two weapons being used at the same time.
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Fans (Tessen)
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Who knows if the term ‘fanning the flames of war’ originated here. Fans were used for a variety of purposes, and by a variety of people throughout feudal Japan. Japanese samurai in particular were known to have carried a type of fan called a tessen.

A tessen was actually a steel fan masquerading or camouflages as a harmless paper fan, which the samurai would use for throwing, fending off projectiles, and even clubbing people with when closed. Sometimes, samurai would even create a dummy folded tessen which was in fact a solid steel club.

It may seem a little bizarre that a samurai who carried swords and knives would have use for a fan, but, they were actually carried into places which weapons weren’t permitted; so what we have is an early example of a concealed or disguised weapon.


Carrying the tessen ensured that the Samurai was never totally disarmed. To one who did not know, the tessen was a seemingly innocuous fan. But it could easily be pulled out by the Samurai to defend himself in times of need. 

In fact, there are several documented incidents of highly skilled Samurai successfully defending themselves against brutal sword attacks using only a tessen. This lovely, ceremonial fan, often beautifully decorated, could be a deadly weapon.

Kusarigama
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Some times hidden in Fan-shaped mounting. 
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Kusarigama are interesting weapons which evolved from Kama; the farming sickle, to incorporate a length of chain with a weight at the end.


Kusarigama are a notoriously difficult weapon to master, but someone skilled in Kusarigamajutsu can use the weapon in a variety of ways, such as…


Swinging the weight on the chain to distract or strike an enemy before moving in with the blade.


Disarming an enemy at range by entangling their weapon.


Entangling the enemy themselves.


Striking a deadly or injuring blow to the enemy with the weight.


Holding the weight and swinging to strike the enemy with the bladed end.


Kusarigama certainly added a whole new dimension to the Kama, particularly greater range.
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