Name: Period:

Medieval Coat of Arms/ Shield 391'.:;'2?

In the 12" century, knights began wearing helmets that completely concealed their faces except for two narrow slits for
the eyes. It made knights unrecognizable to both his friends and his enemies. Symbols on the knights shields were used
to aid in recognition during a battle. By the 15ths century, shield designs became more complex. Each knight had his
own heraldic designed marked on his shield, his tunic, and even on the cloth covering his horse. This design of the
knights was known as a coat of arms.

For this project you will create your own Coat of Arms as well as write a 1 page paper describing your shield.

The shield you create must....

Include NOQ MORE than 4 colors

Include an accurate Mark of Cadency

Include 3 Heraldic Symbols

Be Neat and contain Accurate Heraldic Symbols i

el

The 1 Page Paper must explain why you choose the colors, mark of cadency, and heraldic symbols you did, as well as
answer three of the following questions. You may need to research information in order to answer the questions.

What is a coat of arms?

Why did knights start using coat of arms and what were they used for?

What are heraldic symbols and why were they used and supposed to represent?
Who used coat of arms and where and what did knights put their coat of arms on?
What types of steps were there to become a knight? Describe each step.

What is the code of Chivalry?

What was the expected of all knights, what was their job (Daily Life)?

Nowyaewn e

How to Site your Sources

Books:
Author’s last name, author’s first name. Title of book. City of publication: name of publisher, date of

publication. }

One author:
Banter, Nej. Fantastic Jewelry Designs. New York: Silversmith Publishing, Inc., 1976.

Two or more authors: ABC order
Jordan, Sandra, and Mike L. Angelo. What's Under the Paint. Rome: Easel Books, 1929.

Internet:
Author’s last name (if given), author’s first name (if given). “title of the article.” Internet: <Internet address>

Date you got the information.

Bryant, Bonnie. “Horse With Their Saddles Off.” Internet: http://www.whinnyandneigh.com May 21, 2000,
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Heraldry

Heraldry began as badges of recognition. The symbols which are called charges were
first painted on the shields of knights during the twelfth century. The custom spread
during the Crusades and became popular in tournaments where knights, unrecognizable
in full armor, gathered to fight. In time, combinations of symbols came to be known as a
family’s coat of arms. Coats of arms to this day are handed down from father to son.

Lions were a favorite charge in English heraldry, white fleur-de-lis were popular in
France. Other popular charges were eagles, unicorns, dragons, along with a variety of
birds, fish, seashells, leaves, trees, and flowers. Inanimate objects such as castlies,
towers, tools, keys and musical instruments were also used. )

Heraldry had a practical side, also. Popular during a period of history when leaders in
battie could not be identified because of their armor, the symbols on their shields made
them recognizable. Coats of arms displayed on flags or banners from a nobleman’s cas-
tle were used to indicate that he was in residence, and in death his coat of arms often
marked his tomb. Coats of arms were also carved into rings. This symbol when pressed
into soft wax was used almost as a signature for identification purposes and as a seal
for documents. The French did much in organizing the science of heraldry, and the stan-
dard colors used in heraldry are known by their Old French names. The names of the
seven colors, called tinctures, used in heraldry are: argent for white or silver, or for gold,
azure for blue, gules for red, sable for black, vert for green, and purpure for purple. There
are also two fur patterns, ermine and vair. ,
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Shield Direction

Create a heraldic design for a personal coat of arms. Using the blank shield on the
back of this paper, create a rough draft of your shield.

Do the following...

bl

Why you chose the following color(s):

Use the Heraldry Division worksheet to figure how you will divide your
shield.

Then pick a color or colors for your shield that describes your personality,
based on the meaning of each color.

Next choose the Mark of Cadency that represents your family status,
Finally, choose 3 heraldic symbols that best represent who you are.

After deciding on your colors and symbols fill in the information below
describing why you picked each symbol and color.

When you finish, %é;j? your rough draft so you can begin
working on your actual shield at home.

Why you chose the following mark of cadency:

Why you chose the following symbol:

Why you chose the following symbol:

Why you chose the following symbol:




Shield Pattern

 E— -1
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|COLORS Even the colors can have special
; " Imeaning in a “family crest” or coat of

! arms:
]Gold(Of) Generosity and elevation of themind
Isitver or White [Peace and sincerity

|(Argent) |
iRed (Gules) |Warrior or martyr; Military strength and
{imagnanimity

[Blue (Azure) Truthand foyalty
|Green (vert) {Hope, joy, and loyalty in love

?[Black (Sable) [Constanc or grief o
{Purple Royal majesty, soverelgnty, and ]ustlce
|(Purpure) I

lOrange - Worthy ambition
(Tawny or
Maroon Patient in battle, and yet victorious
(Sanguine or
Murray) e

—cadency
Decoratmg the Shield -

‘ Shlelds were handed down from fathers to sons, To show the order of births of the
sons of a family; the shield was marked by a symbol such as the ones shown below.
These symbols are called marks of cadency. Marks of cadency were important in order
to. dlstmguash the sons of the same famlly because only the oldest son inherited the
‘original coat of arms, the castle or manor and the land which went with it. If you are a

son, you may wrshto make your shleld more mdmduahzed by adding a mark of cadency
to show your order of birth. : :

The file or label

The fleur-de-li
mark of the oldest son ur de lis, mark

of the sixth son

. The crescent, mark of

The ros
" the second son’ the soventh ki Of

® | S ' Oig the seventh son '

The mullet, mark S | | % 'The cross moli .

. - _ . ine, rnark

of the third son ﬁ : : - ' ‘ “of the elghth son

The martlet, mark ' o o . The octofoul mark .
: . _'_Qfﬂ the ninth-son’

of the fourth son

The annulet, mark
of the fifth son O
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